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General trends in the mental math strategies

The following are HUGE:
1. Part-part-whole frequently occurs in many settings.



2. Doubling and halving is natural to use and can be used in many settings.



3. Avoid regrouping (i.e., avoid “borrowing” and “carrying”).  Many of our strategies are strategies to avoid regrouping.



4. Moving the decimal point is used frequently.  E.g, multiply or divide by 10, 100, etc.



5. Similar to #4, using (and understanding) 1%, 10%, and 50% of a number gives us much leverage.


